



	Tips for Getting Published


CHOOSING A JOURNAL
1. What is the process for identifying potential journals? 

2. What should authors know about a journal before submitting a manuscript?

3. How is the quality of the journal determined?  

4. What factors affect the likeliness of acceptance? 

WRITING GUIDELINES
5. What information should be included in the article title? 

6. What is an abstract? 

7. What is the purpose of headings and subheadings? 

8. What guidelines should be followed for analysis and interpretation? 

9. What ethical issues do you need to be aware of when writing a scientific paper?
UNDERSTANDING THE REVIEW PROCESS

10. What is the purpose of a cover letter? 

11. What happens to the manuscript once it is submitted to the journal?

12. In what ways may the editor respond?

13. How should you respond to the editor if revisions are required?

DEALING WITH REJECTION

14. Why are most papers rejected?
15. What should an author do if a paper has been rejected?
EUROPEAN EDUCATION JOURNALS

16. Why consider publishing in an international journal?

17. What are the differences between the American and European journals? 
18. What are the leading European education journals? 

	CHOOSING A JOURNAL


1. What is the process for identifying potential journals? 

Identify journals that publish articles similar to the topic or methodology of your study. To identify similar journals, familiarize yourself with recent issues of the journal and its web site, and utilize Cabell’s Directory of Publishing Opportunities.  Another option is to specifically target any journals cited in the manuscript being submitted. 
1. What should authors know about a journal before submitting a manuscript?

Important information about the journal to take into consideration includes the quality of the journal, the rejection/acceptance rate, average time from receipt of manuscript to decision, and manuscript submission guidelines.  The impressions of colleagues can also be a good informal source of information about a particular journal.
2. How is the quality of the journal determined?  

The journal should be peer reviewed and the journal editor, reviewers, and publisher must be academically well respected. The impact factor (average number of citations over a 2 year period) should also be taken into consideration, along with readership and availability (online, electronic resources, and/or university libraries). Quite often, this information can be found on the journal’s web site. 
3. What factors affect the likeliness of acceptance? 

The likelihood that your paper will be accepted can be determined by considering the following four factors: 

Competitiveness: The journal’s acceptance rate.
Topic centrality: Your article has a greater likelihood of being published if the journal published has articles on the same, or similar, topic or theoretical framework as your paper. 
Methodological alignment: The manuscript should use the common methodologies of papers published in the journal (ex. qualitative or quantitative). Furthermore, journals have guidelines for methodology that all submitted papers must follow. 
Harmony between manuscript and journal: The manuscript’s target audience should match the audience of the journal? It may be useful to consider many times the journal cited in your manuscript. 
	WRITING GUIDELINES


4. What information should be included in the article title? 

The title should clearly convey what the article is about. 

5. What is an abstract? 

The abstract provides a brief summary of the article and highlight key findings.

6. What is the purpose of headings and subheadings? 

Headings and subheadings are a useful tool for organizing the paper. They should clearly outline the logic underlying the report and provide a flow to the narrative of the report. 
7. What guidelines should be followed for analysis and interpretation? 

All papers must provide sufficient evidence to justify the study’s results and conclusions. Furthermore, the analysis should clearly describe the evolution of the research, including the logic underlying the study and research activities, from the initial idea, to collecting data, analyzing the evidence, and summarizing the key findings of the study. 
8. What ethical issues do you need to be aware of when writing a scientific paper?
Plagiarism: Do not copy anyone’s work, including figures, tables, data, or wording from published or unpublished papers without citation. 
Duplicate Publication: The same paper or parts of a paper cannot be published or submitted for publication in more than one place. 
Redundant Publication: Do not use data from a previously published paper, including your own, in a new manuscript. 
Falsification or Fabrication: Do not alter data or use false data to strengthen the study’s findings. 

Human Welfare Issue: You must always treat human subjects in a way that aligns with journal policy. 
Conflict of Interest: A conflict of interest is associated with employment or investment in organizations that have an interest in the outcomes of the research. 
Authorship: Authorship includes issues related to the addition, deletion, or even changing the order of authors on a manuscript. The authorship should be agreed upon before the writing begins to avoid conflicts related to authorship.
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9. What is the purpose of a cover letter? 
Cover letters provide basic information about the paper to the editor. Specific information should include that you are the author of the paper and it has not been previously published and is not under consideration at another journal. The letter could also provide a history of the manuscript, and suggest potential reviewers. 

10. What happens to the manuscript once it is submitted to the journal?

Upon receipt, all manuscripts are first assigned to reviewers. Reviewers then read the paper and submit a written review to the editor. It is important to note that that the reviewers only make a recommendation; the editor makes the final decision on the paper.
11. In what ways may the editor respond?

Once a decision is reached, and the editor will place a paper into one of four categories.

· Accept

· Accept with minor revisions

· Revise and resubmit (to be reviewed by the editor, the same reviewer, or different reviewers)

· Reject

Read the editor’s letter carefully and follow the editor’s recommendations. In general, it is advisable to revise the paper as requested by the editor and resubmit it as soon as possible. 

12. How should you respond to the editor if revisions are required?
Another letter to the editor should be submitted along with the edited manuscript. This letter should thank the reviewers and note where reviewers’ comments improved the paper. Also, a detailed list of changes made to the paper should be included for the editor, along with references to specific page numbers and all comments. 
	DEALING WITH REJECTION


13. Why are most papers rejected?
Most rejections do not reflect the quality of the manuscript and are instead due to the selecting an inappropriate journal. It is important to take the time to identify appropriate journals prior to submission. However, if there are specific problems with the paper, they will be noted in the editor and reviewer’s comments. 
14. What should an author do if a paper has been rejected?
It is generally a good idea to quickly submit the paper to a different journal once you have received official notification of rejection. You may choose to edit your manuscript prior to sending it to another journal, though there is no need to include any changes.  However, the decision to resubmit a given paper is personal, and each author needs to gauge the amount of work it will take to resubmit a paper given their other responsibilities. 

	EUROPEAN EDUCATION JOURNALS


15. Why consider publishing in a European education journal?

Considering an international education journal expands the outlets for your research. Also, international experience and collaboration is becoming increasingly important in the field.
16. What are the differences between the American and European journals? 
17. There are not many differences between the journals themselves or the journals’ expectations for research. Unlike journals in the United States, the editorial boards are often international, and APA style is often used. It is also important to describe differences in educational systems along with regional differences, cultural and educational, in your writing. What are the leading European education journals? 

· Learning and Instruction 
· Educational Research Review

· British Journal of Educational Psychology

· European Journal of Psychology of Education

· Metacognition and Learning

· British Journal of Educational Technology 
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